Willingness to pay for new Papanicolaou test technologies.
The amount of money a woman is willing to pay for liquid-based cytology technology has not been measured. In the present study, 175 women answered a questionnaire asking how much they would pay to decrease their risk of dying of cervical cancer if a new (liquid-based) Papanicolaou (Pap) test was used in place of the conventional smear. When women assumed that the new Pap test reduced the risk of dying of cervical cancer from 1 in 37,000 to 1 in 50,000, the mean amount they were willing to pay was $237. If women had more than 2 children, they were willing to pay more for the new Pap test than women with 2 or fewer children. These data indicate that liquid-based and conventional Pap tests are undervalued and that cost-effectiveness studies generally have not taken into account the preference of women for new Pap test technologies.